
Hopes and Feeds
A documentary on the impact of social media
and disinformation during the 2022 Philippine elections



Joshua and Jeric pin their respective hopes 
for a better Philippines on the 2022 
presidential bids of Ferdinand "Bongbong" 
Marcos Jr. and Leni Robredo. Amid the rise of 
online disinformation this election season, the 
two friends share how their social media feeds 
are informing their votes – regardless of how 
credible their sources are.
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Synopsis

HOPES AND FEEDS

The 26-minute documentary follows two rural migrants working in a low-rise apartelle 
in Quezon City, Metro Manila. Joshua, 28, works as the administrative assistant of the 
building. Jeric, 26, is the all-around crew of a diner on its ground floor. Both come from 
peasant families, and with bleak opportunities in their home provinces, they took their 
chances in the Philippine capital. They first created their Facebook and TikTok 
accounts after being enticed by the selfies, scenic photos, and dance moves posted 
by new friends in the city.

These platforms have since become their primary source of news and information, 
especially during the 2022 Philippine national elections. Joshua’s and Jeric’s choices 
for president reflect not just the political leanings of their home regions, but more so 
what they see on their social media feeds. Like many people from Iloilo, Joshua picks 
opposition candidate Leni Robredo. He learned about Leni’s exemplary programs for 
ordinary Filipinos during the pandemic through social media. Jeric, a staunch Rodrigo 
Duterte supporter from Mindanao, prefers Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr., the 
running mate of Sara Duterte, Rodrigo’s daughter. He subscribes to TikTok users who 
share that Bongbong will continue the strongman rule of the latter. 

Hopes and Feeds navigates the issue of online disinformation and propaganda 
abundant on social media through the eyes of two working-class Filipinos. It also 
shows how access to information and freedom of expression – fundamental digital 
rights – can be tainted by Big Tech and groups that seek to abuse these platforms. 
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https://cinemata.org/view?m=04NfOvnE5


The team behind Hopes and Feeds is composed of Filipino documentary filmmakers who, after observing the vast 
amounts of resources invested by the Marcos-Duterte tandem on social media campaigns, wanted to show how 
ordinary people were using social media during a crucial election in Philippine history. 

Social media was always going to play an integral part in these elections, the outcome of which was a blow for 
Filipinos knowledgeable about the human rights violations and plunder by the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr. 
Online, political actors played on populist notions on these platforms to muddle up discourse. Using social media, 
propaganda spinners led on ordinary Filipinos through disinformation, notably a promise to bring the price of rice to 
Php 20 (USD 0.34) per kilo. (Right after the elections, Marcos Jr. himself debunked its probability.) Opposition 
candidates also utilised social media for their respective campaigns, in the hope that the support expressed online 
would directly translate to votes offline.

In making Hopes and Feeds, we hope that Filipino viewers will be more critical of social media and Big Tech platforms. 
Currently, the operational algorithms and for-profit model of these platforms favour the interests of powerful 
political actors with capital. More contextual research also needs to be made on Big Tech’s capacity to affect beliefs 
during critical periods such as elections. Overall, given the regress of civic spaces in the Philippines – and the 
broader Asia-Pacific region overall – it’s an excellent time to reflect on their strategies' effectiveness. We hope the 
film can spark even more discussions on these issues.

To our Asia-Pacific neighbours, especially video for change practitioners in Southeast Asia, we hope this film will 
help you better understand how a country known for ousting a dictator through People Power can re-elect the 
dictator’s son in some part due to the investment of vast resources on social media campaigning by political actors. 
Our experience can be a possible source of learnings, especially in time for upcoming elections in the region. 

Director’s Statement
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Producer’s Statement

In the aftermath of the Cambridge Analytica scandal and films like The Social 
Dilemma, discussions on the adverse effects of social media to democracy have 
become more mainstream. But as it often is when it comes to issues related to 
technology, these examples are centred on Western stories and perspectives. Hopes 
and Feeds aims to showcase the impact that social media and disinformation can have 
in countries that rarely have a voice in discussions about the far-reaching 
implications of current Big Tech policies. 

Human and digital rights are increasingly under threat in the region, in part attributed 
to the rise in disinformation, misinformation, and malinformation, including the use of 
this trend for authoritarian purposes. This trend is evident in the Philippines, which 
ranks second worldwide in time spent on social media and has been often touted as 
"patient zero" when it comes to online manipulation, harassment, and disinformation. 
With social media algorithms pushing users further away from interacting with 
opposing viewpoints, Filipinos during the elections were further divided based on the 
content they engaged with, no matter how vastly different from reality their feeds 
purported to show.

Hopes and Feeds is EngageMedia’s contribution to furthering the discourse not just 
on disinformation, but on human and digital rights as a whole. We believe that video 
can be used for social and environmental change, and hope that viewers will join us in 
defending and advancing digital rights in the Asia-Pacific.
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About EngageMedia

EngageMedia is a nonprofit that promotes digital rights, open and secure technology, and 
social issue documentary. Combining video, technology, knowledge, and networks, we support 
Asia-Pacific and global changemakers advocating for human rights, democracy, and the 
environment. In collaboration with diverse networks and communities, we defend and advance 
digital rights.

We envision a world where human rights, democracy, civil liberties, and the environment are 
respected by Asia-Pacific businesses and governments—where civil society meaningfully 
participates in meeting social and environmental challenges.

EngageMedia was founded in 2005 to develop an Asia-Pacific open source social issue film 
platform. It has since evolved to lead and support advocacy on various issues, convening and 
collaborating with changemakers across the region, expanding the influence of Asia-Pacific 
actors at the global level.
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Links to Resources

Digital 2022 Global Report Overview
(January 2022 by We Are Social and Hootsuite)

Safeguarding Digital Rights Amid the Philippine Elections
(April 2022 webinar by EngageMedia)

Patient Zero: A study on the Philippine Information Ecosystem
(Feb 2022 research by Rappler Research Team)

Troops, Trolls and Troublemakers: A Global Inventory of Organized Social Media Manipulation
(December 2017 working paper by Oxford University)
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https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2022-global-overview-report
https://engagemedia.org/2022/philippines-elections-video/
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/in-depth/study-information-ecosystem-philippines/
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:cef7e8d9-27bf-4ea5-9fd6-855209b3e1f6



