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The year 2020 has proved challenging for digital rights in the Asia-Paci�c. The region saw not only a general 
increase in state surveillance and the sti�ing of free expression, but also digital rights violations such as internet 
shutdowns in Myanmar, disinformation and attacks on online activism in the Philippines, and the doxxing of 
protesters in Indonesia and Thailand.

These violations continue to occur in 2021, especially as people increasingly spend time online and the internet is 
seen as essential to personal and professional lives. Media, in all forms, should play a critical role in raising awareness 
on these issues. However, there has not been enough visual media that tackles digital rights and security issues 
particular to the region�s context, especially ones available in regional languages.

To address this, EngageMedia worked with eight �lmmakers across the Asia-Paci�c to produce short �lms on the 
region�s pressing digital rights issues. Their �lms comprise the Tech Tales �lm collection that highlights human rights 
stories in the digital age. These �lms employ various storytelling forms and tools, from narrative �ction, documentary 
format to animation. They will also be used for advocacy and training.

The �lms cover stories on online surveillance in India, Malaysia and Thailand; data privacy and online gender-based 
violence in Indonesia; massive disinformation campaigns in Myanmar and the Philippines; online freedom of 
expression in Cambodia and Malaysia; and digital sovereignty in the whole region.

About Tech Tales



Tech Tales
2

EngageMedia is a nonpro�t that promotes digital rights, open and secure 
technology, and social issue documentary.

Combining video, technology, knowledge, and networks, we support 
Asia-Paci�c and global changemakers advocating for human rights, 
democracy, and the environment.

In collaboration with diverse networks and communities, we defend and 
advance digital rights.

About











Category

Animated �lm

Digital Rights Issues

Online Surveillance,
Digital Privacy

Kuri thinks her father is a superhero, who can turn invisible with the help of 
his �mundu�. But when Appa faces Dineshan, the Great Eye in the Sky � a 
metaphor for state-based surveillance and digital oppression � he ends up 
losing his livelihood. How will Appa overcome the great villain?

Director

Varun Kurtkoti
Country
India

APPA AND HIS INVISIBLE MUNDU
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Kuri, 8, tells the story of her father, �Appa�. Although he is an autorickshaw driver by 
profession, Kuri thinks Appa is secretly a superhero who can turn invisible with the help of 
his mundu (a South Indian garment) and do all sorts of other superhero stuff. 

Appa does everything with his smartphone. One morning, he is interrupted by a consent 
manager. It is a tiny, cute monster that refuses to let Appa use the phone until he answers 
legal forms. He refuses to consent to the legalities. So a consent manager who follows him 
every time he uses an app. Soon, he is monitored by the Great Eye and his his boss �res 
Appa. Kuri wonders: What if all people like Appa come together to become one gigantic 
invisibility mundu, slowly covering the Great Eye in the Sky?

SYNOPSIS

Varun is an interdisciplinary artist, primarily working with visual and 
aural narratives. He received a National Geographic Young Explorer 
fellowship (2017) for his work on storytellers and su� musicians in 
Kutch. In 2016, he developed a short play with the Sandbox 
Collective-Goethe Institute’s Gender-Bender Fellowship 2016. 
Varun co-founded Mandali, the student theatre group of Srishti 
Institute of Art Design and Technology, Bangalore. He studied MA in 
Applied Anthropology and Community Art at Goldsmiths University, 
London (2019-21).

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
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PRODUCTION STAFF

Animation and Direction
Varun Kurkoti

Story and Concept
Paulanthony George
Padmini Ray Murray

Music and Sound Design
Himanshu Prakash

Research
Paulanthony George
Padmini Ray Murray

Storyboarding
Paulanthony George
Varun Kurkoti

Child�s Voice
Padmini Ray Murray

Subtitling
Ravi Urabinavar 
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Andrew Garton

“[The stories of social justice pioneers], their experience may help us
save the internet from its bias against facts and critical thinking 

that so much of it has become”.

Director,  Peer to Peer



PEER TO PEER
Director

Andrew Garton
Country
Australia

Category

Documentary

Digital Rights Issues

Digital Literacy,
Data Sovereignty

What can we learn from poets and coders who engineered a parallel 
internet that, by 1992, had email servers running in 72 countries? Peer to 
Peer� is a deep-dive into data sovereignty and decentralised data �ows as 
described by two generations of information communication rights peers.






















































































